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Those who were not knowing about his atheistic
leanings blessed him on the occasion, in the customary
way, saying, 'By God's grace you have obtained
distinction in your examination, outranking others.
Congratulations, and may this be the fore-runner to
many more such glories'. His reaction to it was however
lukewarm and he would say, 'No, not by the grace of the
Almighty, but by the dint of my labour.' The invitees too
would take it in a lighter vein and depart the scene,
smilingly.

Kamalakar Joshi would return the smile, but would
inwardly be indignant at their attributing his success to
Divine mercy. He started ruing why relatives/friends
should have ever been invited at all for the party. But
when the guests were having their food in an
atmosphere of mirth and fun, Kamalakar Joshi joined his
father in exchanging pleasantries with everyone of them,
as is formal on such occasions.

'What Joshi, why not you join us' said many of them,
showing the few empty seats there.

'Oh, how can it be done! I am the one hosting this
and only after attending to all of you, I can sit at the table'.

1 say, don't delay any longer, lest there be no fooc
left for you, even for the taste of it\

'Oh! We are really delighted by the quality of the
preparations and their marvellous taste'.

Such were the comments passed on by the invitees
as they started taking leave of the Joshis.

Kamalakar Joshi, his parents and a few others ther